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UK Regional Trade in Goods Statistics: Year Ending Q2 20211 

Key Points: 

• In the year ending Q2 2021, the Midlands area exported £45.6bn worth of goods and imported 

nearly £59bn. This led to a trade deficit of £13.3bn, an increase from the trade deficit in the year 

ending Q2 2020 which was £7.3bn. 

• These export levels in the Midlands have decreased by £4.8bn (-9.5%) when compared to year 

ending Q2 2020. The UK decreased overall by 3.5% to £302bn over the same period.  

• The Midlands area accounts for 20.4% of England’s exports (11.7% WM and 8.7% EM) which is 

above London (15.9%) and the South East (17.8%).   

• The largest SITC section for exports in the Midlands area was machinery and transport at £30.1bn 

– 66% of total. Compared to the year ending Q2 2020 overall this SITC section decreased by £4bn 

(-11.7%).  

• The highest value of exports from the Midlands area was to the European Union at £22bn which 

accounted for 48.3% of the total. The value of exports to the European Union has decreased by 

£1bn (-4.4%) from the year ending Q2 2020, though non-EU areas have fallen by a larger 

proportion in this period.  

In Detail: 

• In the year ending Q2 2021, the Midlands area exported £45.6bn worth of goods and imported 

nearly £59bn. This represents a trade deficit of £13.3bn, an increase from the trade deficit in the 

year ending Q2 2020 which was nearly £7.3bn. 

• In the year ending Q2 2021, the West Midlands exported nearly £26.2bn and imported nearly 

£32.9bn – a trade deficit of nearly £6.7bn. The East Midlands exported £19.4bn and imported 

£26.1bn – a trade deficit of nearly £6.7bn.  

The following chart shows the value of imports and exports by region in the year ending Q2 2021: 

 
1 Year ending Q2 refers to the full year to June. 
Source: HM Revenue & Customs, UK Regional Trade in Goods Statistics Quarter 2 2021 – Released October 2021. 
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Exports 

• For the year ending Q2 2021 exports from the Midlands area were worth £45.6bn which has 

decreased by £4.8bn (-9.5%) when compared to year ending Q2 2020. The decrease can be 

attributed to £1bn less exports to the EU (-4.4%) and nearly £3.8bn less to non-EU locations (-

13.7%). The UK decreased overall by 3.5% to £302bn over the same period.  

• The West Midlands region exports decreased by £1.3bn (-4.9%) when compared to year ending 

Q2 2020 to £26.2bn in the year ending Q2 2021. The East Midlands exports decreased by £3.4bn 

(-18%) since the year ending Q2 2020 to £19.4bn in the year ending Q1 2021.  

• As seen in the chart below, excluding the North East, North West and the East, all other UK 

countries and regions saw a decrease in the annual export value. 

• The Midlands area accounts for 20.4% of England’s exports (11.7% WM and 8.7% EM) which is 

above London (15.9%) and the South East (17.8%).   

The following chart shows UK exports by region, years to Q2 2019, Q2 2020 and Q2 2021: 

 

Imports  

• For the year ending Q2 2021 imports to the Midlands area was worth nearly £59bn which is an 

increase of £1.3bn (+2.3%) when compared to year ending Q2 2020. The North West, Yorkshire 

and the Humber and Northern Ireland also saw an increase in the value of imports, UK-wide 

increased by 1.3% to £441.3bn over the same period.  

• The value of the West Midlands region imports increased by nearly £1.4bn (+4.4%) when 

compared to year ending Q2 2020 to £32.9bn in the year ending Q2 2021. The East Midlands 

imports decreased by £77m (-0.3%) since the year ending Q2 2020 to £26.1bn in the year ending 

Q1 2021.  
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The following chart shows UK imports by region, years to Q2 2019, Q2 2020 and Q2 2021: 

 

Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) 

• The total value of exports in three of the ten SITC sections increased for the Midlands when 

compared to Q2 2020, these were; crude materials, animal and vegetable oils and chemicals.  

• The largest SITC section for exports in the Midlands area was machinery and transport at £30.1bn 

– 66% of total; of which £17.4bn (57.8%) went to non-EU locations. Compared to the year ending 

Q2 2020, overall this SITC section decreased by £4bn (-11.7%).  

• 9.8% (£4.5bn) of goods exported from the Midlands area comes from miscellaneous 

manufactures, (of which 59.4% of the section total or £2.7bn went to the EU). This was followed 

by 9.8% (£4.46bn) for manufactured goods (of which 61.1% or £2.7bn wen to the EU).   

• The total value of imports in seven of the ten SITC sections increased for the Midlands when 

compared to Q2 2020. The three SITC section that decreased were; food and live animals, mineral 

fuels and machinery and transport.  

• The largest SITC section that was imported across the Midlands area was machinery and transport 

at £25.5bn, which is 43.2% of total imports (of which £15.1bn of imports for this section was from 

the EU). This section overall has decreased since the year ending Q2 2020 by £332m (-1.3%). 

However, when split between EU and non-EU, there was an increase of £228m from the EU but a 

decrease of £559m from non-EU countries.  

• 17.7% (£10.5bn) of goods imported to the Midlands area were manufactured goods, followed by 

17.2% (£10.2bn) for miscellaneous manufactures.   
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The following table shows a breakdown of exports and imports by SITC section and the percentage 

change between year ending Q2 2020 and Q2 2021:  

 

Country Group 

• Since the year ending Q2 2020, the only country group that has witnessed an increase in Midlands 

exports is Eastern Europe excluding EU, to a total of £888m in the year ending Q2 2021.  

• The highest value of exports from the Midlands area was to the European Union at £22bn which 

accounted for 48.3% of the total. The value of exports to the European Union has decreased by 

£1bn (-4.4%) from the year ending Q2 2020. This was followed by Asia & Oceania at £9bn, 

accounting for 19.8%. Exports to Asia & Oceania decreased by £1.2bn (-12%) compared to the 

year ending Q2 2020, reflecting greater annual decreases in non-EU markets. 

• However, while EU exports increased between Q1 and Q2 2021 across the Midlands, both the East 

and West Midlands regions reported lower than average quarter-on-quarter growth (9.6% and 

9.9% respectively compared to 18.1% across the UK overall).   

• Since the year ending Q2 2020, Midlands imports increased from Asia & Oceania, Sub- Saharan 

Africa and Western Europe excluding EU.  

• The highest value of imports to the Midlands area was from the European Union at £32bn, which 

accounted for 56% of the total.  This was a decrease of £135m (-0.4%) when compared to the year 

ending Q2 2020. This is followed by Asia and Oceania at £16.6bn which accounted for 28.1% of 

the total. This has increased by £2.1bn (+14.8%) from the year ending Q2 2020.  In the shorter-

term, East Midlands imports from the EU and non-EU rose between Q1 and Q2 of this year (+5.7% 

and +9.8%), while West Midlands’ EU imports fell (-6.1%). 



 

5 
 

The following tables shows a breakdown of exports and imports by country Group and the 

percentage change between year ending Q2 2020 and year ending Q2 2021:  


